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the approach of an enemy who neither asked nor accepted quar-
ter, and defeated them in every action. Cufa and Bassoraw-ere
taken and pillaged, and the Khalif trembled in his palace. In
a daring inroad, Abu Taher, their chief, advanced to the
gates of the capital with no more than five hundred horse.
By order of Moctadher the bridges had been broken down,
and the head of the rebel was hourly expected by the
Commander of the Faithful. His lieutenant, from fear
or pity, apprised Abu Taker of his danger, and recom-
mended a retreat, " Your master,'5 said the intrepid Karma-
thian to the messenger, " commands 30,000 soldiers: but three
such men as these are wanting in his host/' At the same
instant turning to his companions, he ordered the first to
plunge a dagger into his breast, the second to leap into the
Tigris, and the third to cast himself headlong down a precipice;
and they obeyed without a murmer. cc Keport," said the Imam,
" what you have seen. Before the evening your general shall
be chained among my dogs." And so, before the evening came,
the camp was surprised, and the menace was executed. Like the
Wahabis of our time they forbade the worship of Mecca. One
year they robbed a caravan of pilgrims, 20,000 of whom were
abandoned to a death of hunger and thirst. Another they
suffered the pilgrims to proceed; but Abu Taher stormed the
holy city, and trampled on the most venerable relics of the
Mohammedan faith: 30,000 citizens and strangers were put to
the sword; the sacred precincts were polluted by the burial of
3000 dead bodies; the well Zemzein overflowed with blood;
the golden spout was forced from its place; the veil of the
Caaba was divided among them, and the black stone was
borne away in triumph to their capital. After some years it
was restored; and on the death of Abu Taher his sect gradually
died away.

Gibbon thus shews the tendency of so vast an empire
to its fall: cc The viceroy of a remote kingdom aspires
to secure the property and inheritance of his precarious
trust; nations must rejoice in the presence of their sove-
reign; and the command of armies and treasures are